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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
ORLANDO DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

-vs- Case No. 6:07-cr-221-Orl-31KRS

ROBERT D. POWERS

ORDER

This matter comes before the Court on Defendant’s Amended Motion to Dismiss the
Indictment (Doc. 37) and the Government’s Response thereto (Doc. 30). Oral argument was held on
April 14, 2008.

I. The History of the Adam Walsh Act

It is beyond question that sexual victimization, particularly of children, is a major problem in
this country. Asaresult of the significant media attention this problem has received in recent decades,
the horrific crimes suffered by children such as Jacob Wetterling, Adam Walsh, Megan Kanka, and
Polly Klaas, weigh heavily on America’s collective conscience.

In 1994, Congress passed the Jacob Wetterling Crimes Against Children and Sexually Violent
Offender Registration Act (“the Wetterling Act”) to promote the adoption of sex offender registration
laws by all states. See Karen S. Schuller, Article, North Carolina v. Bryant: Paving the Way For a
Comprehensive National Sex Offender Registry, 30 N.C. Cent. L. Rev. 75, 77 (2007). In 1996 the

Wetterling Act was amended by Megan’s Law, which made the receipt of federal funding for state







